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SUPERINTENDENT NOTES 
 
Let’s update you on our building 
project.  The building on the interior is 
taking on a definite school look as the 
construction progress defines all six 
classrooms, two restrooms, a 
mechanical room and a hallway 
providing space for over 150 lockers.  
The project remains on schedule in 
spite of the snowy winter weather.  
 
Brackmann Construction Company of 
Marengo serves as the General 
Contractor.  Contractors continue to 
work on the interior and have 
extended their work now to the 
exterior finishes as weather permits.  
All classroom walls have received 
plaster and final coats of paint.  The 
ceiling grid and recessed light fixtures 
will be completed by the end of this 
month.  The mechanical contractor has 
all furnace units in place and operating 
to maintain interior conditions.   
 
The pending issues with the McHenry 
County Health Department over septic 
service are finally reaching the point of  
 
 
 

resolution.  Based upon results of a 
recent investigation by Raber & 
Associates, the existing septic system 
was determined to have adequate 
capacity to absorb the anticipated 
waste stream from the new building; 
and the Health Department did 
confirm they will allow the new 
classroom building to discharge into 
the existing distribution box, thus 
eliminating the need for a new septic 
field.  
 
The project remains on target with 
expenditures to date totaling $386,016 
of the budgeted $750,000; of which 
$500,000 of the project cost is being 
provided through impact fees received 
over the past several years as part of 
developer donations.  The remaining 
balance of $250,000 is revenue raised 
through bonds as part of a lease 
purchase agreement underwritten by 
First Midstate Inc.   

 
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE 
PRINCIPAL 
 
ISAT Testing 
We would like to remind parents that 
ISAT testing begins the week of March 
1st and continues through March 12th 

for students in third through eighth 
grade.  The majority of tests will be 
completed by the beginning of the 
second week, with makeup exams 
following for students who have been 
ill.  Please encourage your child to 
work to the best of their ability during 
the testing process.   
 
Attendance is extremely important 
during this time, but students who are 
too ill to attend school should remain 
home in order to recover.  Proper rest 
and nutrition play a vital part in a 
student’s ability to focus and 
concentrate.  Please assist your child 
by ensuring that they have had 
adequate sleep and a balanced 
breakfast.   
 
ISAT testing next year starts the week 
of February 28, 2011.  Please keep this 
in mind when planning family 
vacations.  It is very difficult for a child 
to come back and make up exams 
while the class continues to move 
ahead with academic lessons.  
Students are responsible for the work 
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they miss while taking the makeup 
tests.   
Visitor Sign-in   
Just a reminder that all visitors must 
sign in at the office when they enter 
the building.   Parents may not go 
directly to any classroom.  Parents that 
enter the classroom unannounced or 
unexpectedly disrupt the normal 
operating procedures of the school 
and classroom and create a 
disturbance to the learning 
environment.  It also violates safety 
procedures designed to protect the 
student population in our school.  
Thank you for your continued 
cooperation.  

 
 
 
Young Author’s Celebration 

 
As part of our Young Author’s 
celebration, Richard McFarland the 
illustrator for the children’s book 

Grandfather’s Wrinkles will be giving 
our K-5th grade students a book 
presentation.  We are very excited to 
have him coming to discuss story 
illustration with our students.  Parents 
that would like to come and see the 
presentation are encouraged to do so.  
The presentation will start at 2:00 in 
the gym on Monday, March 22, 2010.  
We hope you will be able to join us.  
The book Grandfather’s Wrinkles will 
be available for purchase.  Information 
will be sent home with students prior 
to the presentation. 
 
The Young Authors Awards Ceremony 
will be held, Friday, March 26, 2010 at 
10:45 AM 
 

RILEY VIKING AWARD 
WINNERS 
Viking award winners for the month of 
January were eighth grader Caitlin 
Tierney and sixth grader Aaron Schmitt  
At the February 17, 2010 meeting of 
the Board of Education, these two 
students were recognized for their 
accomplishments. 
 

JANUARY CAUGHT BEING 
GOOD WINNERS 
 
The following students were the grand 
prize winners for the January’s 
“Caught Being Good”. 
Kindergarten:  Maria Antunez 
                           Collin Aubry 
1st:              Noah Kasper 
2nd:              Dalton Saling 
3rd:               Ethan Grismer 
4th:                     Elizabeth Tautges 
5th:  Hanna Wiedmaier 
6th:                     Brian Karlow 
7th:                     Rachel Tautges 
8th:                     Nikki Hammortree 

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION FOR 2010/11 
 
Kindergarten registration will be 
Thursday, March 4, 2010 from 9AM to 
3:30PM.  Please bring your child’s 
original birth certificate (or an official 
copy from the county in which your 
child was born) to Riley School.  Mrs. 
Dunker will be conducting 
Kindergarten Kamp May 6, 13, & 20th  
from 9:00-10:30AM.  These sessions 
will consist of a “mini-view” of 
kindergarten and the exciting changes 
that will occur in the fall.  Registration 
forms are available at Kindergarten 
registration or upon request.  The 
deadline for Kindergarten Kamp sign-
up is April 15, 2010.  If you have any 
questions, or are unable to register at 
the above time, please call Riley School 
at 815-568-8637. 

  
If someone you know, a friend or 
neighbor who might have a child of 
kindergarten age, please have them 
contact Riley School. 
 

7TH GRADE PASSES U.S. 
CONSTITUTION TEST 
 
All 33 students have passed the 125 
question U.S. Constitution Test.  There 
were 150 possible points on the test.  
The 7th grade students with the high 
scores were:  Maddy Evans 147/150; 
Jake Behnke 145/150; Brittany Mazur 
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and Bailee Nelsen 143/150; Emily Chen 
142/150; Eric Brosch 141/150; Monica 
Chen and Aaron Schmitt 140/150; 
Hailey Grismer 138/150.  Great job by 
all students. 

 
 

8TH GRADE UPDATE 
 
8th Grade Graduation 
 
8th grade graduation has been set for 
Tuesday, May 25th at 7 p.m.  The 
graduation ceremony will last about 
one hour and will be held at the 
Marengo High School Auditorium.  
DeWane Studios will be in the 
cafeteria/commons area taking 
individual pictures beginning at 6 p.m.  
More information about the evening 
and pictures will be sent home in early 
May. 
 
Springfield Trip 
 
The 8th grade Springfield trip is right 
around the corner.  The dates are  
May 13th and May 14th.  Students will 
be on a behavior contract beginning 
April 21st and will conclude on 
Tuesday, May 11th.  All students must 
have a C average, no U’s, and have all 
work completed in all classes 
(including an acceptable term paper).  
Contracts will be sent home April 14th.  
All students have the opportunity to 
enjoy this 2-day trip.  Please encourage 
your child to do their best in the 4th 
quarter. 

Dance 
 
The 8th grade class will be hosting a 
dance for grades 6-8 on Friday, March 
19th from 3:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Cost 
of admission is $5.00.  Only Riley 
students may attend the dance.  Any 
student receiving a behavioral 
detention the week of March 15th will 
not be able to attend the dance.  
Snacks will be provided by 8th grade 
students with last names beginning 
with N through Z. 
 
7th Grade Math Placement 
 
All 7th grade students will participate in 
a 3-day algebra placement test.  The 
test will take place middle to late April.  
This 3 day test will include basic skills 
and algebra concepts.  Once the 
results of the tests are tabulated, I will 
look at the results and look at 1st – 3rd 
quarter grades to see if your child has 
qualified for algebra for the 2010-11 
school year.  You will be informed by 
letter in the mail if your child has been 
placed in algebra or regular 8th grade 
math.  Letters will be mailed late May.  
Mrs. Long 
 

IT TAKES HEART TO BE A 
HERO  
 
The Riley students are amazing.  On 
February 11th, Riley students jumped 
all over heart disease and stroke by 
participating in Jump Rope for Heart 
and Hoops for Heart.  The students 
raised $6,892 for the American Heart 
Association and helped celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the fund-raising 
event. 
 
Donations raised during Jump 
Rope/Hoops For Heart help fund 

research to fight heart disease and 
stroke and also support the American 
Heart Association’s public and 
professional education programs.  
Heart disease is the No. 1 killer in 
America and stroke is No. 3.  Riley’s 
top fund raising students were:   
Adam Babcock - $605  
Nikki Hammortree - $420 
 Danny Antonson - $380 
 Jake McMackin - $275 
 Charity Steffen - $210 
 Elizabeth Tautges - $200 
 Nick Woodhouse - $200.   

 
All the students should be proud of the 
effort they made to help fight heart 
disease and stroke. 
 
Some fun heart facts: 
-The heart pumps 5000 to 6000 quarts 
of blood a day. 
-Your heart weighs about as much as a 
sneaker. 
-The aorta, the largest artery in the 
body, is almost the diameter of a 
garden hose.  Capillaries, on the    
other hand, are so small that it takes 
ten of them to equal the thickness of a 
human hair. 
-Blood makes up 1/3 of the body’s 
weight. 
-A tireless, powerful muscle, the heart 
performs enough work in one hour to 
lift 3,000 pounds,  roughly the weight 
of a small car, about 1 foot off the 
ground.  
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2010 SCIENCE FAIR RESULTS 
 
The Riley Science Fair was held 
Saturday, February 13, 2010.  Thirty 
seventh grade students participated.   
Twelve students earned first place 
awards (80 points or higher) and five 
students earned outstanding awards 
(94 points or higher).  The top five 
projects were: 
The top three projects were: 
1st place Dayna Hartje 
2nd place Jake Behnke 
3rd place TIE McKenzie Caldwell 
3rd place TIE Brittany Mazur 
5th place Rachel Tautges 
 

 
 
Ten students have earned a spot to 
represent Riley in the IJAS Region 5 
Science Fair at NIU on March 20th.  
These students include:  Jake Behnke, 
McKenzie Caldwell, Emily Chen, 
Monica Chen, Jordan Dennis, Dayna 
Hartje, Brittany Mazur, Aaron Schmitt, 
Rachel Tautges, and Levi Wilcox. 
The Science Fair would not have been 
possible with the assistance of many 
individuals who gave up their Saturday 
morning to help our students.  I would 
like to thank Mr. Trickett, Kurt 
Schnable and Michelle Hazek for 
facilitating the science fair on Saturday 
morning.  Thank you to Barb Rooney 
and Karen Schnable for their 
supervision and extra support.   

Thanks also to the following judges:  
Duane Dahlman, Bryan Millard, Ashley 
Hazek, Ron Ehredt, Brian Kasch, Chris 
Peters, Penny Jensen, Kelly Haeflinger, 
Anita Mitchell, and Paula Alejandre.  I 
would also like to thank Mr. Anderson 
and the high school students he 
recruited to help with the judging.  
These students include Riley alumni 
Connor Kasch, Megan Calbow, Kirk 
Schnable, Zack Lundquist, Ryan Ehredt, 
and Jessica Williams. 
 
A final thank you to the RPA for 
purchasing the student display boards 
and providing savings bonds to the top 
three projects in the amounts of $50, 
$75 and $100. 
 
Upcoming Event Dates: 
 
2010 Region 5 Science Fair: 
Saturday, March 20 – Evans Field 
House, Northern Illinois University, 
Dekalb, Illinois. 
 
2010 State Science Fair: 
Saturday, May 8 – Alumni Hall, 
University of Illinois, Champaign, 
Illinois. 
 

ART/TECH BLURB 
 
Dust off those old shoe boxes and send 
them in to Ms. Moore.  She is 
collecting shoe boxes to send home all 
those art projects that parents will 
cherish for years.  We are hoping that 
sending them home in shoe boxes will 
prevent any unfortunate accidents and 
get them home safely.  Once the 
projects have arrived, please send the 
boxes back and we will store them in a 
safe place for future shipping.  Also the 
Technology Department is still  

 
collecting ink cartridges and cell 
phones.  If you send in a cell phone, 
please make sure you erase any 
telephone numbers or personal 
information.  Thanks you again for 
your support.  Ms. Moore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


